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g ordmew cinivee

_ The General Aseembly of the United Nations prcvidedxxin“reeolution :415(V) of
'1 December 1950 for the convening every five yeare by the United Netione cf a

- ol

'Congress ie’pert cf a: brcader etructure* calling in additibn*i%mwmheqapﬁa \

- byiGovertiments: of individual: ‘correspondents with:the United“thi%nQ?Secret iet
and for the organizetion of regional conferences, set up" byith§\®¢%nuremﬁt&ﬁg to
the transfer to the United Nations of the functions of the Internstional Penal and
‘Penitentiary Commission. Thus, the Congress will be, from en histonigeggﬁﬁigt oft
view, thé continuation of the Congresses previously orgenized by that Cemmission,
'the "Last of which: wee ~held: ‘at” the Hagus in Lugust 19505 . =ad teo spgne AT
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I1I, .Date and Place '

 The Congress, 1t is planned will be held ‘at the. PelaieTﬂeeJNetibne, “toheva,
'Switzeriand from 22 August t6 3 September 1955,

IIT. Membership : ' S
‘ The Congress will group three categories of partlcipante, namely L ey
{1) Members officielly appointed by their Governments, who ‘are experte in the

: field of the preventinn of .crime and: the trsatment. of/ pffendere,ggg have

. _;e special knowledge of _or experience in, the question of the,eg ghgwiJ

(2) Representatives of- specialized agencles, and of nigh-givermni entalf vy efAT
crgenizations having working reletlﬂnships with the United Netions.

S Proed .
(3} Indiv1dua1 participants heving a direct interest in the preventiﬁn of
crime and the treatment of cffendere, nemely

(a) officipls of ministries or departments céoncerned, pilices bf?iciels,
officials of institutions for adult and. Juvenils delinquente,

(b} members of courts and tribunels
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_ (c) advocates who are members of the Bar;

(d) .j oL
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members ef the teaching steff cf universities,“:. ‘

‘\sCU.d'O‘Ap i’-? J

o
W

¢t

A\,
%,




_ _ - {8) persons of high repute for their scientific work in the field of
~f;v;(, prevention of orime and treatment .of offenders;

'(f) delegates of govermmental or private sociel asgencies concerned with
offenders or undertaking preventive work in this field;

(g) representatives of social welfare conferences and schools of
social work; and .

(h) persons or representatives of orgenizations invited by the -
s Secretary-General of the United Nations.

. The United Nations will bear the cost of the orgenizetion of the
" . Congress, and there will be no registration fee. On the .other hand,

-expenses .of participants will be borne by the governments, organizations or
1ndividuale ooncerned .

v, Programme o
‘.'The eéenda of theICOngress will.include’the following items:
(1). Standard minimum rules for the treatment of prisoners;
(2) _Selection and training of pereonnel;
(3) Open institutions; |
(4) Prieon lebour; - o | *’
e(Sl Juvenile delinquency. _ |
"For the oonsideration of the iteme on ite agenda, the Congress will be
divided into three Seections, each of which will hold at least ten meetings.
The work of the Sections will be allocated ag follows:

Seotion I: Stendard minimum rules for the treatment of prisoners,
o _Selection and training of personnel,

"Seotion ITI:. Open 1n§titutions;
. Prison labour.

Section III: Juvenile delinquency.

Approximately gix plenary msetings of the Congress are being planned and
the Seotions will report to the plenary. The resolutions adopted by the Congress
will be communicaeted to the Secrstary-General end, if necessery, to the
policy-meking bodies of the United Nations. -
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The officlal languages of the Congress will be English, French end Spanish
and simultaneous interpretetion from and into these three lengueges will be
provided for all Section and plenary nmeetings. . '

In addition, the programme of the Congress will include dertain related
activities, such as visits to institutions, the showing of films, etc.,

v, Documentstion

The "documentation to be submitted to the perticipents in the Congress will
very according to ‘the guestion to be considered. It ig intended’ that all”
documents will be distributed well in advence of the Congress, so as to allow for
a thorough preperation of the discussions.

(1) Standard minimum rules for the treatment of prisoners

At the request of the United Nations, the International Penal and _
Penitentiary Commission revised in 1951, prior to its dissolution, -the - Standard
minimun rules for the treatment of prisoners drafted by the Commission im 1933 -
gnd endorsed by the Assembly of the League of Nations in- 1934, The revised
dreft was submitted to the Governments, end later to the ‘Unitéd Nations regional
conferences in the field of the prevention of crime and the troatment of offenders
held from 1952 to 1954 in Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, and Asia and
the. Far East. The Gongress will be called upon to complete and" approve ‘thé
draft stendard rules, for subsequent action by the approprlate organs of the
United Nations. For this purpose the Secretariat of the -United: Nstions Wwill lay -
before the Congress a report, giving a synthesis of the decisions taken with regerd
to the draft rules by the verious regional conferences.

(2): Selection and treinins of personnel T

This question wss also oonsidered by the United Nations regionel conferences,
end the Secretariat will present to the Congress a report giving a. synthesis of
the discussions as well as of the findings of those conferences. In addition,
the Secretariat has secured the preparation of approximately twenty nationsl
reports from. selected countries in various regions of the world, describing
conerete exemplss of programnes ‘for the seleétion and training of personnel in
operation., The Congress will thus be. presented with both a stetement of the
principles involved and factual informetion on this questionu [

-

(3) Open institutions

The pattern of documentation for the consideration of this question will be
the same as described above for the question of the selection and training of
personnel. In addition to the synthesis of the work of the regional conferences
and in addition to national reports, howsver, two special reports will also be
distributed to participants in the Congress, dealing with particuler aspects of
the question of open institutions. Those reports, prepared by consultants
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at the reguest of the United Nations, will consider respectively the seleetion of
offenders suitable for treatment in open institutions, and the place of the

open institution in a penael system as well as the r8le of the community and its
attitude towards open institutions. ’

(4) Prison labour

The question of prison labour will be considered by the Congreas on the
basis of a general report prepared, in co-operation with the International
Labour Organisation, by a consultant reteined for this purpose by the United
Nations. Information relating to this question has been secured by means of &
comprehensive international enquiry made with the co-operation of the correspondents
of the Seeretariat of the United Nations in the field of the prevention of crime
and the treatment of offenders and of the correspondents of the International
Lebour Office throughout the world, supplemented frqm other sourcesa.

(5) Juvenile dolinguency

The Congress will be presented with a general report on juvenile delinquency
prepered by the Secretariat of the United Nations. This report will, inter alia,
give 2 syntheeis of the conclusions reached at regional and international
conferences in recent years with particular reference to the prevention of
juvenile delinguemcy. In addition, participants will reesive a report on
practical programmes now in operation directed toward the prevention of Juvenile
delinquency, prepared by the Institute for the Study and Treatment of
Delinquency, in London, retained as a consultant for this purpose, as woll as
papers on particular aspects of the question submitted by the speclalized
egencies. concerned, viz., the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Orgnnization, the World Health Organization and the International Labour
Orgenisation.

'VI. Registration of individusl participents

Individuals who wish to attend tho Congress should register for that purpose
by epplying to the Director, Division of Social Welfare, United Natioms, New
York, U.S,4., giving full particulars with regard to their profession and their
entitlement to participate (see section III (3) ebove}, as well es a tentative
indication of the section whose work they will probably be most interested to
follow. They should also indicate with which of the working langueges of the
Congress (English, French or Spanish) they are most conversant,
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This archiving project is a collaborative effort between United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime and American Society of Criminology, Division of
International Criminology. Any comments or questions should be directed to

Cindy J. Smith at CJSmithphd@comcast.net or Emil Wandzilak at
emil.wandzilak @ unodc.org.




