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Drug  supply rising globally
• Cocaine supply reached a record high in 2022, with more than 2,700 tons of cocaine 

manufactured; 20 per cent more than a year earlier and three times the amount 

manufactured in 2013. 

• The market for ketamine is rapidly expanding into new geographical areas.

• In the Near and Middle East, “captagon” and methamphetamine markets seem to be 

converging, with a sharp increase in seizures reported and an expansion outside 

traditional markets. 

• Global seizures of amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS) remain at historically high 

levels as a number of “emerging markets” continue growing.

• Countries in Africa are increasingly affected by drug trafficking and the use of new 

and dangerous drug “cocktails”.
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Most commonly used synthetic drugs, by drug type, 2022 or latest year for which data was reported



Most commonly used stimulant drug, in terms of number of past-year users,  
2022 or latest year for which data are available 

Source: UNODC, responses to the annual report questionnaire
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Most commonly ATS seized by country, based on kg equivalents seized during 2018-2022

Source: UNODC, responses to the annual report questionnaire
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TREND IN INDIVIDUAL SEIZURES OF OPIATES AND OF 
NPS AND ATS IN CENTRAL ASIA, TRANSCAUCASIA AND 
EASTERN EUROPE, 2012–2023

DISTRIBUTION OF NPS AND ATS REPORTED IN INDIVIDUAL 
DRUG SEIZURES IN EASTERN EUROPE, CENTRAL ASIA AND 
TRANSCAUCASIA, 2020–2023
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Global distribution of drug seizure cases, 2021-2022
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Source: UNODC, responses to the annual report questionnaire
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North America Methamphetamine trafficking trends index

Quantities of methamphetamine seized, by region and 

subregion, and reported qualitative trends in 

methamphetamine trafficking, 1998–2022

Trends in the use and treatment of amphetamine-type 

stimulants (ATS), 2012–2022
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Significant individual seizures of methamphetamine in         
South-West Asia and neighbouring subregions, excluding 

Afghanistan, 2020–2023

Source: UNODC, Drugs Monitoring Platform. Source: UNODC, Drugs Monitoring Platform.



• Almost 292 million people have used a drug in the past year (5.6% of population aged 15-64), 20% more than 
a decade before (5.2%; prevalence rate now 8% higher)

• An estimated 64 million people were suffering from drug use disorders in 2022 (1.2 per cent of population 
aged 15-64), slightly up from 59 million in 2015.

• Most drug use disorders and drug treatment are related to the harmful patterns of use of cannabis and 
opioids while most drug related deaths are related to opioids, followed by [sedatives] cocaine and ATS.

• An estimated 13.9 million people injected drugs (0.3%)  in 2022 of which 6.8 million live with hepatitis C and 
1.6 million with HIV and 1.4 million with HIV and hepatitis C. The risk of acquiring HIV is 14 times higher for 
those who inject drugs than for those who do not inject drugs.

• Revival of stimulant drug use such as cocaine and “ecstasy”, following a decline during the COVID-19 
pandemic;  

• Drugs are still used more by men (76%)  than women (24%); synthetic drugs are, however, narrowing the 
gender gap.

• New means of drug delivery are negatively impacting young people; young people continue to be particularly 
affected by drug use. 

Drug use continues to increase and harm people, particularly young people

4.4% 1.2% 0.6% 0.5% 0.4%

5.6% of population aged 15-64
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Most common drug in drug treatment, 2022 (or latest year for which data was reported)

Source: UNODC, responses to the annual report questionnaire



• Only about 1 in 11 people with drug use disorders received drug treatment in 2022 
globally, a decrease from 2015. 

• Drug-related treatment coverage is lower amongst women than it is amongst men in 
all five global regions. About 1 in 18 women with drug use disorders received 
treatment globally in 2022, while the ratio was 1 in 7 for men.

Significant treatment gap

• The availability of opioids for medical consumption remains 
limited in the global South; 

• Some 87 per cent of the world’s population do not have 
adequate access to pharmaceutical opioids for pain relief and 
care. 

Access to controlled medicines 
remains limited

17,167

374
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Average (unweighted)   2,820
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Level of availability for consumption of pharmaceutical opioids 
in defined daily doses for statistical purposes per million inhabitants per day, 

2020-2022 (or latest year available)

Range:                        <1 – 37,326
Interquartile range:   56 – 2,374
Median 336 
Average (unweighted)   2,820
Average (weighted)        3,272

High-income 
countries 

17,167

Low and middle-
income countries 

374

1961 Single Convention:
Preamble:  
… Recognizing that the 
medical use of narcotic 
drugs continues to be 
indispensable for the 
relief of pain and 
suffering and that 
adequate provision 
must be made to 
ensure the availability
of narcotic drugs for 
such purposes… 

Art. 9: The Board, in co-
operation with 
Governments… shall 
endeavour to limit the 
cultivation, production, 
manufacture and use of 
drugs to an adequate 
amount required for  
medical and scientific 
purposes, to ensure 
their availability for 
such [medical and 
scientific] purposes... 
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Drastic contraction of the Afghan opiate market
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Legal consumption of methadone and buprenorphine (mostly 
used in opioid substitution treatment), 2020-2022

Potential consequences of the contraction of the Afghan opiate market



July 26, 2024

Emergence of new synthetic 

opioids poses lethal risks, 

particularly nitazenes, a group 

of synthetic opioids 

Number of opioid users and proportion of opiate users thereof, 2022 (or most recent year)

Potential consequences of the contraction of the Afghan opiate market

Source: UNODC, responses to the annual report questionnaire.
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Drug supply via the darkweb

Hydra market
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Drug supply via the darkweb
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Drug supply via the darkweb
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