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  Report of the Meeting of the Open-ended 
Intergovernmental Working Group on Technical Assistance 
held in Vienna on 3 and 4 September 2009 
 
 

 I. Introduction 
 
 

1. In its resolution 1/5, the Conference of the States Parties to the United Nations 
Convention against Corruption decided to establish an interim open-ended 
intergovernmental working group, in accordance with article 63, paragraph 4, of the 
United Nations Convention against Corruption1 and rule 2, paragraph 2, of the rules 
of procedure of the Conference, to advise and assist the Conference in the 
implementation of its mandate on technical assistance. 

2. In the same resolution, the Conference also decided that the working group 
should perform the following functions: 

 (a) Review the needs for technical assistance in order to assist the 
Conference on the basis of the information provided by States to the Conference; 

 (b) Provide guidance on priorities, based on programmes approved by the 
Conference and its directives; 

 (c) Consider information gathered through the self-assessment checklist 
approved by the Conference; 

 (d) Consider information, as appropriate and readily available and in the 
areas covered by the Convention, on technical assistance activities of the Secretariat 
and States, including successful practices, and on projects and priorities of States, 
other entities of the United Nations system and international organizations;  

 (e) Promote the coordination of technical assistance in order to avoid 
duplication. 

3. In its resolution 2/4, the Conference decided that the Open-ended 
Intergovernmental Working Group on Technical Assistance should continue its work 
to advise and assist the Conference in the implementation of its mandate on 

__________________ 

 1  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2349, No. 4216. 
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technical assistance, that the Working Group should meet during the third session of 
the Conference and, as appropriate and within existing resources, that the Working 
Group should hold at least two intersessional meetings prior to the third session. 
The Conference also decided that the Working Group should submit reports on its 
activities to the Conference.  
 
 

 II. Organization of the meeting 
 
 

 A. Opening of the meeting 
 
 

4. The Open-ended Intergovernmental Working Group on Technical Assistance 
held its third meeting in Vienna on 3 and 4 September 2009.  

5. The meeting of the Working Group was chaired by Andhika Chrisnayudhanto 
(Indonesia), representing the President of the Conference of the States Parties. In 
opening the meeting, the Chairman recalled the mandate provided to the  
Working Group by the Conference to review the needs for technical assistance  
and provide guidance on priorities. He drew the participants’ attention to  
document CAC/COSP/WG.3/2009/2, a background paper containing an analysis of 
information provided by States parties through the self-assessment checklist. The 
Chairman recalled that in its resolution 1/2 the Conference had decided that the  
self-assessment checklist was the tool to be used to collect information on 
implementation efforts, implementation requirements and subsequent needs for 
technical assistance, and that in its resolution 2/1 the Conference had welcomed the 
development of the checklist. The Chairman additionally referred to background 
paper CAC/COSP/WG.3/2009/CRP.1 and invited the Working Group to consider 
both background papers in its deliberations on the identification of technical 
assistance needs and priorities, coordination of assistance delivery and mobilization 
of necessary resources.  

6. The Secretary of the Conference welcomed the participants and commended 
the progress that had been made since the last meeting of the Working Group 
(18-19 December 2008). He recalled that the previous deliberations of the Working 
Group had been based on 70 responses to the self-assessment checklist, whereas, at 
the time of convening the present meeting, 77 States parties had submitted their 
self-assessment reports, thus raising the global response rate to 57 per cent, the 
highest ever reached. He commended the Group of African States and the Group of 
Asian and Pacific States, whose response rates had risen to 39 per cent and 44 per 
cent, respectively, from 27 per cent and 40 per cent at the time of the previous 
meeting of the Working Group. He expressed his appreciation to the other three 
regional groups, which continued to be in line with or exceed the 
75 per cent response rate, which was the overall goal for the third session of the 
Conference of the States Parties. The Secretary recalled the analysis of compliance 
with the Convention and related technical assistance needs contained in 
document CAC/COSP/WG.3/2008/2, which was based on the 73 reports submitted 
at the time of writing that report. He further introduced conference room paper 
CAC/COSP/WG.3/2009/CRP.1 and indicated that its aim was to stimulate 
consideration of the manner in which technical assistance was being provided, by 
whom (i.e. donors, regional organizations, international organizations, other 
coordination networks) and how its delivery could be rendered more effective. He 
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emphasized that the paper provided country-level experiences, including good 
practices and lessons learned, and that the Working Group might wish to draw upon 
it in order to deliberate on ways and means for technical assistance to be provided in 
a more coherent, consistent and effective manner. Subsequently, the Secretary 
highlighted the innovative format of this meeting of the Working Group, which 
included two panel discussions. The first panel discussion would consider the 
methodologies and results of compliance and gap analyses, such as the use of the 
self-assessment checklist, and the second would focus on experiences in the 
delivery of technical assistance, with an emphasis on the identification of priorities 
and other key issues. The Secretary also informed the Working Group about the 
progress made in implementing the recommendations formulated at its previous 
meeting. First, he recalled the mandate given to the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) to establish a pool of anti-corruption experts to facilitate the 
identification of appropriate expertise. In this connection, the Secretary informed 
the Group that such a database was being developed and that a presentation thereon 
would be made by the Secretariat. Secondly, in referring to the mandate to develop a 
matrix to map out technical assistance needs already identified in order to consider 
existing technical assistance activities and the supply side of technical assistance, 
the Secretary stressed that 14 States parties had responded to the request of the 
Secretariat to update the technical assistance needs identified in their 
self-assessment reports. Five of them had amended information previously 
provided. Thirdly, in relation to the request made to the Secretariat to provide  
non-reporting States parties with the assistance necessary to complete the  
self-assessment checklist, the Secretary informed the Working Group that such 
assistance had been provided to some 20 States parties during the test phase of the 
comprehensive self-assessment checklist, as requested by the Conference in its 
resolution 2/1. He also informed participants that such assistance was still available 
at the Convention against Corruption “self-assessment clinic”, located at the venue 
of the meeting. Fourthly, in recalling the recommendation that UNODC should 
participate in country-based integrated and coordinated programming and delivery 
of technical assistance, the Secretary stated that UNODC was coordinating with its 
network of field offices and was testing possible solutions with a small number of 
volunteer countries. 
 
 

 B. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work 
 
 

7. On 3 September, the Working Group adopted the following agenda: 

1. Organizational matters: 

(a) Opening of the meeting; 

(b) Adoption of the agenda and organization of work. 

2. Implementation of the mandate on technical assistance of the 
Conference: 

(a) Review of needs for technical assistance; 

(b) Guidance on priorities for technical assistance; 

(c) Coordination of technical assistance activities; 
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(d) Mobilization of resources. 

 3. Adoption of the report. 
 
 

 C. Attendance  
 
 

8. The following States parties to the Convention were represented at the meeting 
of the Working Group: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, 
Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Croatia, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Fiji, Finland, France, Hungary, Indonesia, 
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Malaysia, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Namibia, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Nigeria, 
Norway, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of 
Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Slovakia, South Africa, Spain, 
Sweden, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of 
America, Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Yemen and Zimbabwe. 

9. The European Community, a regional economic integration organization that is 
a party to the Convention, was represented at the meeting. 

10. The following States signatories to the Convention were represented by 
observers: Germany, Ireland, Japan, Singapore, Sudan, Switzerland, Syrian Arab 
Republic and Thailand. 

11. The following States were represented by observers: Oman and San Marino. 

12. Palestine, an entity maintaining a permanent observer mission to the United 
Nations, was represented. 

13. The following Secretariat units, United Nations bodies, funds and 
programmes, institutes of the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
Programme network, specialized agencies and other organizations of the United 
Nations system were represented by observers: United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations 
Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute, Basel Institute on Governance, 
International Atomic Energy Agency and World Bank. 

14. The following intergovernmental organizations were represented by observers: 
Asian-African Legal Consultative Organization, Conference of Ibero-American 
Ministers of Justice, Council of Europe, International Association of Anti-
Corruption Authorities, International Criminal Police Organization, International 
Organization for Migration and League of Arab States. 

15. The Sovereign Military Order of Malta, an entity maintaining a permanent 
observer office at Headquarters, was represented. 
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 III. Implementation of the mandate on technical assistance of 
the Conference of the States Parties to the United Nations 
Convention against Corruption 
 
 

 A. Review of needs for technical assistance 
 
 

16. The secretariat of the Conference delivered a presentation on global 
compliance with the Convention and on technical assistance requirements. The 
presentation was based on self-assessment reports submitted by 77 States parties 
and illustrated global percentages of compliance with the 15 articles covered by the 
self-assessment checklist mandated by the Conference in its resolution 1/2. In 
addition to the global overview of compliance and technical assistance 
requirements, the secretariat proposed to the Working Group a new angle of 
analysis. It illustrated needs for technical assistance sorted by regional groups and 
contrasted with global trends. The key findings brought to the attention of the 
Working Group were as follows. In relation to chapter II of the Convention, 
“Preventive measures”, the forms of technical assistance requested by States from 
three regional groups that had reported partial or no compliance were significantly 
diverse. They most frequently requested assistance in the development of an action 
plan for implementation, a site visit by an anti-corruption expert and other, 
uncategorized forms of assistance. In relation to chapters III and V of the 
Convention, respectively entitled “Criminalization and law enforcement” and 
“Asset recovery”, the three regional groups analysed presented common features. 
States from those groups that had reported partial or no compliance with the 
provisions of those chapters requested, to a large extent, normative assistance, in the 
form of model legislation, legislative drafting and legal advice. 

17. The secretariat, recalling the mandate received by the Working Group at its 
previous meeting (18-19 December 2008), delivered a presentation on progress 
made in fulfilling the request for a database of anti-corruption experts that would 
facilitate the convergence of demand for and supply of anti-corruption expertise. In 
this connection, the secretariat recalled that on 27 March 2009 all Member States 
were invited to provide curricula vitae of relevant experts. At the time of writing of 
the present report, the secretariat had received information on some 80 experts, 
almost all of whom had been entered into the database. After illustrating the 
functionalities of the database, the secretariat invited the Working Group to consider 
several issues. First, the secretariat sought guidance from the Working Group on the 
timing of the launch of the database. Secondly, the secretariat invited the Working 
Group to provide guidance on the most effective ways for demand for and supply of 
anti-corruption expertise to be matched while safeguarding the confidentiality of 
information contained in the database. In this respect, the secretariat recalled that 
UNODC was institutionally mandated to receive requests for technical assistance. In 
this connection, the secretariat proposed to analyse such requests and try to match 
them with relevant profiles available from the roster. Following the identification of 
such profiles, the secretariat would approach the experts and seek their consent to be 
put in contact with the requesting State.  

18. The Working Group expressed appreciation for the work carried out by the 
Secretariat following its last meeting. In particular, the analysis of technical 
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assistance needs, the identification and comparison of regional trends and progress 
made in the development of a database of anti-corruption experts were commended.  

19. Some speakers, while appreciating the analysis contained in the documentation 
prepared by the Secretariat, noticed that the analysis did not cover the provisions of 
chapter IV of the Convention, entitled “International cooperation”. While 
recognizing the great importance of that chapter in the architecture of the 
Convention, the Secretary of the Conference recalled that the experimental  
self-assessment checklist mandated by the Conference in its resolution 1/2 was 
limited in scope and included only the notification obligations set forth in 
articles 44 and 46. The Working Group was informed that an analysis of fulfilment 
of such obligations would be made available to the Conference at its third session. 
The Secretary added that issues related to international cooperation were being 
explored, in as innovative a manner as possible, while fulfilling the mandates 
provided by the Open-ended Intergovernmental Working Group on Asset Recovery. 
Furthermore, the Secretariat stressed its readiness to build on those experiences in 
order to explore more effective ways of establishing confidence and trust, which 
were at the core of international cooperation. 

20. Some speakers emphasized the importance of the notification obligation set 
forth in article 44 and enquired about the possibility of establishing and 
disseminating a directory of central authorities responsible for receiving and 
processing requests for mutual legal assistance. While noting that such information 
was available from the websites of both the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs 
and UNODC, the Secretary of the Conference stated that it would be the prerogative 
of the Conference to give more prominence to the issue of international cooperation, 
and the requirements of articles 44 and 46 in particular. 

21. Some speakers also enquired about the possibility of establishing a mechanism 
for the referral of requests for mutual legal assistance made or received in 
accordance with the Convention against Corruption. It was pointed out that while 
the establishment of such a system would require a specific mandate, the 
comprehensive self-assessment checklist requested by the Conference in its 
resolution 2/1, which would be presented to it at its third session, would elicit 
information from States on requests made and received for mutual legal assistance. 

22. Commending the initial work done by the Secretariat to set up a database of 
anti-corruption experts, some speakers enquired about the type of expertise, 
experience and profiles currently available through the database and the 
geographical distribution of the experts, and asked whether a screening process had 
been employed. The Secretariat, elaborating on its previous presentation on the 
matter, added that some 80 experts had been rostered to date and that their 
geographical distribution appeared to be reasonably balanced. However, in some 
cases the type of information provided to date did not appear to be complete, thus 
impairing the ability of the Secretariat to accurately determine the expertise, 
experience and profiles of the experts in relation to the various areas covered by the 
Convention. It was also indicated that the mandate received by the Secretariat did 
not entail the screening of recommended experts, but rather the collection of 
relevant information with a view to making it available to the 40 States in need of 
assistance. However, to better match expertise available through the database with 
requests for technical assistance, the Secretariat informed the Working Group that a 
curriculum vitae template was being developed with a view to facilitating the 
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submission of more standardized information for the identification of experts. The 
template would also enable technical assistance to be provided in a more coherent, 
consistent, effective and accurate manner. This suggestion was welcomed by the 
Working Group, which recommended that such a template would also indicate 
experts’ exposure to different legal systems. 
 
 

 B. Guidance on priorities for technical assistance 
 
 

23. With a view to providing guidance on means to identify and prioritize needs 
for technical assistance, a panel discussion took place in the context of the meeting 
of the Working Group. Panellists included representatives of Indonesia, Kenya, 
Nigeria, Peru and the German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ). 

24. Addressing the Working Group, the representative of GTZ referred to the 
German Convention against Corruption project, commissioned by the German 
Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). Under this 
and other GTZ projects, Bangladesh, Colombia, Ghana, Indonesia and Kenya were 
being provided with support to conduct Convention against Corruption compliance 
reviews and gap analyses. The panellist mentioned that the aim of the project was to 
assist developing countries in better combating corruption in conformity with the 
requirements of the Convention. She also indicated that the basic methodology 
adopted to this end, with minor variations prompted by specific domestic and 
regional characteristics, included the initial completion of the self-assessment 
checklist, followed by an assessment of the conformity of normative and 
institutional frameworks with the Convention. 

25. The representative of Indonesia informed the Working Group that, following 
the adoption of the National Action Plan, a Convention against Corruption gap 
analysis had been conducted, thanks to the support provided by GTZ, to identify 
inconsistencies between the laws and regulations of Indonesia and the Convention. 
The analysis, which focused on prevention, law enforcement and international 
cooperation, revealed not only such inconsistencies, but also the areas where further 
action was necessary. As a result, Indonesia established a Convention against 
Corruption implementation team, which, building on the findings of the gap analysis 
and the identification of six priority areas, was tasked with the development of a 
national anti-corruption strategy. The panellist also indicated that Indonesia was one 
of the States participating in the Convention against Corruption pilot review 
programme and that the findings of the gap analysis had greatly facilitated the pilot 
review exercise. He concluded that the gap analysis conducted in Indonesia was a 
positive experience that enabled the identification of technical assistance needs and 
priorities, promoted dialogue with partner countries and contributed to reducing 
duplication of efforts by assistance providers. 

26. The representative of Kenya stated that, thanks to the support provided by 
GTZ and the Basel Institute on Governance, a gap analysis was being conducted to 
truthfully evaluate the extent of compliance of the Kenyan anti-corruption regime 
with the Convention. He indicated that the first step of the exercise consisted in the 
completion of the self-assessment checklist, followed by consultations with a 
variety of stakeholders, including the private sector and civil society. The gap 
analysis, which had the format of a matrix, not only enabled the assessment of the 
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adequacy of the normative anti-corruption framework, but also of domestic anti-
corruption practices. The panellist emphasized that the process followed to conduct 
the gap analysis benefited from the exchange of experiences and information with 
other States that had conducted similar exercises, thus also promoting South-South 
cooperation. 

27. The representative of Peru delivered a presentation on his country’s experience 
in utilizing the self-assessment checklist and in participating in the pilot programme 
designed to test possible elements for a Convention against Corruption review 
mechanism. He stressed that the self-assessment exercise stimulated coordination 
among different national departments engaged in the fight against corruption. He 
further emphasized that the participation in the pilot review programme stimulated 
dialogue with the States that had an opportunity to visit Peru. In the course of the 
country visit, the reviewing States analysed the self-assessment report prepared by 
Peru and consulted with representatives of civil society and the private sector, thus 
contributing to the accuracy of the responses of Peru to the self-assessment 
checklist. The report generated by the review team was made publicly available. 
The panellist also commended the comprehensive self-assessment checklist being 
developed by the secretariat, commending its ability to enable the identification of 
implementation gaps and subsequent technical assistance requirements in relation to 
all the articles of the Convention. He praised the ability of the comprehensive  
self-assessment checklist to identify cross-references with other corruption-related 
treaties, hence enabling national assessors to build on information already compiled 
in relation to such treaties. The panellist also informed the Working Group of the 
challenges encountered in conducting the self-assessment exercise, including 
coordination among different agencies, the necessity of identifying a lead agency, 
the need to ensure national ownership of the findings of the self-assessment report 
and the need to find ways to validate such findings. He concluded by stating that the 
completion of the self-assessment report had enabled Peru to better implement the 
Convention and recommended that the Conference give further consideration to the 
ways and means to ensure greater ownership of the findings of the self-assessment 
report at all levels of society. 

28. The representative of Nigeria informed the Working Group about her country’s 
experience in testing the comprehensive self-assessment checklist under 
development. She recalled that Nigeria was one of the States that, upon request by 
the Secretariat, had volunteered to test that tool. The panellist stressed that in 
conducting the test, it became evident that knowledge necessary to provide all the 
information required did not rest with a single department and that, by the end of the 
exercise, 19 agencies had been engaged, including those initially believed not to 
have been involved in the anti-corruption agenda. The panellist stated that, as a 
result of the test exercise, greater awareness of the need for a national anti-
corruption strategy had been generated, and that greater clarity on technical 
assistance requirements and priorities had been achieved. 

29. The Working Group thanked the panel for the wealth of information and 
invaluable experience shared. Several speakers, recognizing that compliance and 
gap analyses were a means to an end, stressed the importance of establishing 
mechanisms to follow up on the findings of such undertakings. Both panellists and 
the other speakers stressed that gap analysis had to be country-driven, supported by 
political commitment and capable of involving domestic institutional and  
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non-institutional actors in order to ensure ownership of and accountability for the 
findings of the analyses. Several speakers emphasized that the identification of 
technical assistance needs and priorities, and the subsequent delivery of assistance, 
were directly relevant to the mechanism to review the implementation of the 
Convention. Panellists also reiterated the importance of ensuring that appropriate 
follow-up be given to gap analyses so that the needs identified could be met. 

30. The subsequent discussion revolved around the ability of the self-assessment 
checklist to serve as a gap analysis tool in decentralized or federal States. One 
speaker from a federal State that had tested the comprehensive self-assessment 
checklist stated that responses to it had been compiled at the central level. To the 
extent that it was available, information on anti-corruption efforts at the local level 
had been included. Speakers also recognized that technical assistance was not 
always a relationship between donors and developing countries, and that the 
horizontal exchange of experience and expertise—for instance, among countries 
from the same region—was an important mechanism. 

31. Elaborating on the ability of the self-assessment checklist to facilitate the 
identification of implementation gaps and related technical assistance requirements, 
the Secretary of the Conference stated that the tool had been developed to permit 
different stakeholders, at both the central and local levels, to contribute to the 
national self-assessment report. However, to maximize the use of the tool, internal 
coordination was essential. He emphasized that the self-assessment checklist was 
not only designed to satisfy reporting requirements, but was also an instrument for 
States to use in organizing their information, rallying different institutions in 
implementing the Convention and identifying areas requiring more work. 
Addressing some of the comments made by the Working Group, the Secretary 
recognized the importance of ensuring that technical assistance met the needs 
identified by the requesting State. He also commended the decision of the Working 
Group to recommend to the Conference that greater attention be paid to the 
provision of technical assistance for the development of programmes and activities 
designed to prevent corruption. The Secretary acknowledged the relevance of 
horizontal technical assistance, commended the numerous regional initiatives under 
way and invited relevant States to share these experiences with the Secretariat so 
that it could disseminate them further. Concerning the forms of technical assistance 
most frequently requested by States that had responded to the self-assessment 
checklist, the Secretary stressed that while legislative assistance was the most 
requested and also relatively inexpensive, it was the most sensitive form of 
assistance to render. Legislative assistance required careful consideration of the 
specificities of each domestic legal system and therefore had to be delivered on a 
country-by-country basis, with no one-size-fits-all approach. 
 
 

 C. Coordination of technical assistance activities 
 
 

32. In order to consider optimal means of coordinating technical assistance 
activities, a second panel discussion was held in the context of the meeting of the 
Working Group. The panellists were representatives of UNDP, the Department for 
International Development (DfID) of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, the U4 Anti-Corruption Resource Centre and UNODC. 
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33. The representative of UNDP indicated that his agency’s anti-corruption 
approach formed an integral part of its governance and development agenda. He 
also stressed that, following the entry into force of the Convention, UNDP had 
received a significantly larger number of requests for technical assistance. The 
panellist informed the Working Group that the range of activities carried out to meet 
such requests related almost entirely to the implementation of measures set forth in 
chapter II of the Convention. He added that the delivery of assistance by UNDP 
took place almost exclusively at the country level, in the context of the United 
Nations Development Assistance Framework, which was a document agreed upon 
with the partner country. In relation to UNDP efforts to coordinate the delivery of 
technical assistance, the panellist recalled that, at the country level, UNDP retained 
the chairmanship of the meetings of United Nations country teams, where all United 
Nations agencies active in a given country gathered on a regular basis. The panellist 
also referred to the recently signed memorandum of understanding between UNDP 
and UNODC, a vehicle to promote the coordination of anti-corruption programming 
and delivery and maximize the impact of limited resources. He also praised the 
ability of UNODC, in its capacity as the secretariat of the Conference of the States 
Parties, to play a catalytic role in anti-corruption efforts within the United Nations 
system and beyond. The panellist concluded by stating that the coordination of anti-
corruption activities was intrinsically related to the coordination of development 
assistance work, and that development goals could not be achieved without taking 
into account the anti-corruption agenda. 

34. The representative of DfID informed the Working Group of the methodology 
adopted by his department to support anti-corruption work in partner countries. He 
stated that the delivery of assistance was driven by the needs identified by the 
supported country, and that such needs related predominately to capacity-building in 
the areas of mutual legal assistance, legislative drafting and asset recovery. 
However, in line with the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, he recognized the 
need to improve dialogue between donors and partner countries in order to ensure 
better quality in the delivery of assistance. Likewise, he emphasized that assistance 
could also be provided in a horizontal manner, such as at the regional level, and that 
also in that context greater exchange of information and coordination were required. 

35. The representative of the U4 Anti-Corruption Resource Centre referred to the 
need for assistance providers to improve their internal coordination, in particular 
between the central and the country level. He emphasized the importance of making 
country-based assistance providers more aware of the adverse consequences of 
corruption on development and human security, thus encouraging them to 
mainstream the implementation of the Convention into country-level development 
efforts. With a view to further improving coordination in the delivery of technical 
assistance, the panellist suggested that national self-assessment reports be shared 
with the donor community both at the central and the country level.  

36. The representative of UNODC provided a detailed account of the project that 
UNODC was implementing in Nigeria in support of the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) and the Nigerian judiciary. The panellist stated that the 
project was aimed at strengthening the institutional capacity of EFCC, including its 
information technology, training and research skills. Another key component of the 
project was the promotion of integrity in the Nigerian judiciary. 
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37. Panellists recommended that States that had conducted gap analyses should 
cooperate more closely with each other, and with States that were yet to conduct 
similar exercises. Panellists also suggested that such forms of cooperation, to be 
pursued through either existing or new regional networks, should include the 
participation of assistance providers with a view to ensuring that the needs 
identified were met in a coordinated manner. 

38. In the subsequent discussion, several speakers emphasized that in addition to 
the priorities identified by the Conference at its first and second sessions, more 
emphasis should be placed on the implementation of the provisions of the 
Convention contained in chapters II and IV, respectively entitled “Preventive 
measures” and “International cooperation”, and on the delivery of technical 
assistance to promote and facilitate such implementation.  

39. Speakers emphasized that the implementation of the Convention at the country 
level should be a gradual and ongoing process to be mainstreamed into the 
development agenda. This would allow for technical assistance needs to be 
addressed on a long-term basis and in a more coordinated and effective manner. The 
representative of UNDP, while recognizing the cross-cutting nature of corruption 
and the importance of addressing it in the context of the development agenda, stated 
that such a mainstreaming exercise had to be conducted with caution in order not to 
undermine the central role of the implementation of the Convention and the 
provision of related technical assistance. 
 
 

 D. Mobilization of resources 
 
 

40. The representative of UNDP informed the Working Group of the resource 
mobilization modalities adopted by his agency. He stated that four such modalities 
were in use: (a) the global thematic funds, available exclusively at the country level; 
(b) the multi-donor trust fund, also established at the country level in the context of 
the United Nations Democracy Fund programme; (c) the rule-of-law programmes; 
and (d) the Global Programme against Corruption, which supported global and 
regional anti-corruption initiatives. However, he recognized that such mechanisms 
were not sufficient to meet all requests for technical support and that additional 
resources were necessary. 

41. The representative of DfID stated that most resources made available by his 
department were disbursed at the country level. DfID also supported activities 
coordinated by international organizations at the central level, to the extent that such 
activities were beneficial to partner countries. The representative of DfID also said 
that anti-corruption assistance was delivered by providing expertise from various 
government agencies to both partner countries and international organizations. 

42. Recalling some of the conclusions of its previous meeting, the Working Group 
referred to the decentralized manner in which the donor community delivered 
technical assistance, thus reiterating the importance of coordination at the country 
level. Speakers and panellists recognized the active role that countries requesting 
technical assistance had to play in the context of a dialogue that had to involve 
country-based assistance providers and relevant national stakeholders. Active 
participation in this dialogue was deemed essential in order to ensure the concerted 
mobilization of resources and maximize their impact. One speaker suggested that 
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the country-level coordination dialogue be guided by the findings of national self-
assessment reports, because those findings could be used to create a matrix of 
technical assistance needs in relation to each area covered by the Convention.  

43. The Secretary of the Conference of the States Parties indicated that in order to 
facilitate the mobilization of resources in support of more effective implementation 
of the Convention, a better understanding and awareness of the Convention, by both 
assistance providers and recipients, was of the essence. In order to stimulate such 
understanding and awareness, the Secretary urged the Working Group to consider 
the most appropriate ways to disseminate specialized knowledge at the country 
level, recognizing the key role that skilled and qualified country-based personnel 
could play. In this connection, the Secretary emphasized the importance of 
educating practitioners through training and other knowledge-sharing activities and 
facilities. With regard to the delivery of technical assistance, he stressed that new 
activities had to take into account previous, existing or planned ones, and that it was 
the responsibility of the requesting State to identify and notify the donor community 
of such activities. The national matrices of technical assistance needs, as 
extrapolated from information provided through the self-assessment checklist, and 
the fact that such matrices also indicated whether assistance in a certain area 
covered by the Convention had already been received, were a tool to explore further 
to ensure that requests for technical assistance were formulated accurately and 
coherently. While the matrices still needed to be refined, the Secretary believed that 
at the present stage they were useful tools for the donor community to mobilize 
resources and direct them where they were most needed. The Secretary also referred 
to instances where technical assistance was provided on an ad hoc basis and was 
therefore not as productive as expected, especially in the long term. He concluded 
by stating that any approach to the provision of technical assistance had to have the 
qualities of sustainability and comprehensiveness. 
 
 

 IV. Conclusions and recommendations 
 
 

44. The Working Group expressed appreciation for the analysis of technical 
assistance needs prepared by the Secretariat on the basis of information provided 
through the self-assessment checklist, including the effort to provide country-level 
information on such needs through the development of matrices. 

45. The Working Group recommended that the Conference consider according 
higher priority to the implementation of the provisions of the Convention on 
international cooperation and that efforts be undertaken to identify technical 
assistance needs for such implementation in order to develop appropriate 
programmes of technical assistance to meet those needs.  

46. The Working Group welcomed the proposal made by the Secretariat to 
increase awareness and knowledge of the Convention among country-based 
assistance providers and recipients with a view to leveraging resources necessary to 
fill implementation gaps. 

47. The Working Group expressed support for the work of the Secretariat in 
collecting country-level experiences to identify needs and priorities in implementing 
the Convention and to meet such needs through the coordinated delivery of 
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assistance. The Working Group recommended that the Secretariat continue to collect 
and disseminate such experiences. 

48. Compliance reviews and gap analyses were identified as important instruments 
to support the implementation of the Convention against Corruption. With a view to 
promoting the dissemination of knowledge and experiences in conducting such 
reviews and analyses, the Working Group recommended that the Secretariat hold, 
upon request, national or regional workshops to bring together States that had 
already conducted such analyses, those that were about to do so and other interested 
States, as well as representatives of the donor community. 

49. In line with the emphasis placed on the prevention of corruption by the 
Conference at its second session, the Working Group recommended that the 
Conference consider proposals on this matter that the Secretariat would submit to it 
at its third session. 

50. In consonance with the conclusions of its previous meeting, the Working 
Group expressed appreciation for the efforts of the Secretariat to set up a database 
of anti-corruption expertise to meet the needs for technical assistance identified by 
requesting States. To ensure that expertise available from the database matched 
specific needs, the Working Group recommended that the Secretariat develop a 
curriculum vitae template that States should utilize when recommending anti-
corruption experts. The Working Group also encouraged States parties to the 
Convention to recommend to the Secretariat additional anti-corruption experts for 
inclusion in the database, with a view to balanced geographical representation. 

51. In order to facilitate the coordination of technical assistance delivery, the 
Working Group recommended that the Secretariat gather information on existing 
coordination networks and efforts. The Working Group further recommended that 
such information be made available to States parties and signatories to the 
Convention. 
 
 

 V. Adoption of the report 
 
 

52. On 4 September 2009, the Working Group adopted the report on its third 
meeting (CAC/COSP/WG.3/2009/L.1 and Add.1). 
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