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Handout No. 6
Rules for recording cases

1. Recording prerequisites

Only cases for which adequate amounts of specific data are available may be recorded. Thus, as a minimum requirement, verifiable information must be available on the elements of the offense, the place of the offense, type of crime scene (e.g. street, building), and the time (or period of time) when the offense was committed. Vague, unverifiable statements by a suspect referring solely to the number of offenses committed are not adequate.

2. Basic case recording principles

Every unlawful act (criminal offense) that comes to light during an investigation must be recorded as 1 case, regardless of how many victims are involved. 

When a criminal offense coincides with another offense, these must also be recorded as 1 case (Section 52 of the German Penal Code - "natural unity of acts"). The criminal offense recorded as a case is the offense to which the most severe penalty applies in terms of type and degree.

· Examples:

1. Break-in into a bar - victims: the proprietor, the brewery, the firm that set up the machines there

=
1 case of theft committed under aggravating circumstances (key no. 415*00)

but:
break-in into a bar followed by arson to cover the traces

=
1 case of theft committed under aggravating circumstances (key no. 415*00)

and

1 case of arson (key no. 641000)

2. One person is injured by a stab, and his suit is damaged.

=
1 case of dangerous and serious bodily injury (key no. 222000);

the property damage is not recorded (because it coincides with the other offense).

3. Five persons are intentionally killed by an explosives offense

 =
1 case of murder (key no. 010000) with 5 victims

3. Subsequent acts of the same kind

When, during an investigation, further unlawful acts committed by the same suspect that are covered by the same key number come to light, these are recorded as only 1 case if the following prerequisites are met, provided that there is a direct spatial connection between the acts and regardless of whether the subject made his decisions on one occasion, or on several occasions. These prerequisites also apply to cases involving unknown perpetrators insofar as, from a criminological point of view, subsequent acts of the same type can be linked to one perpetrator, or to perpetrators acting jointly, who are as yet unidentified.

· Repeated commission of the same unlawful act solely to the detriment of the same victim. 

· Example:

One juvenile offender has committed shoplifting offenses on a continuous basis (key no. 326*00) to the detriment of the same department store

1 case:

but:
One suspect has encashed 10 checks stolen from one victim at 10 different stores

= 10 cases (no direct spatial connection)

· Repeated commission of the same unlawful act (without specific victims).

· Examples:

a) An antique dealer has bought stolen art objects over a relatively long period of time

1 case.

b) A physician has frequently prescribed narcotics in violation of a prohibition, or an individual has repeatedly distributed pornographic publications

= 1 case, respectively

c) A concern pollutes a body of water for a long period of time (Section 324 of the German Penal Code)

1 case:

Even relatively long time intervals do not constitute an interruption of subsequent acts of the same kind.

4. Penal accumulation of offenses

If several unlawful acts committed by the same suspect were independent acts to the detriment of different victims, each act counts as 1 case. 

· Examples:

1. Articles are stolen from 10 motor vehicles parked in a garage

= 10 cases

2. A tire-slasher damages one or several tires on 12 different vehicles

= 12 cases
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