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Dignitaries, distinguished participants, colleagues from the UN and UNODC, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning

It is a great honour and immense pleasure for me to be here with you today on the occasion of the International Day against Corruption. 

It is especially gratifying for me as the Representative of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  for South Asia to be here at this seminar on this special and very important day as we are dealing with one of the most recent and also most important mandates of the United Nations, i.e. to prevent and fight corruption.  
I am very grateful to the Central Vigilance Commission for their initiative to conceive and implement the idea to bring together a wide spectrum of stakeholders to not only discuss the issue, but also to search for innovative approaches to put an end to corruption with a sustainable impact. 
Before beginning my address, please allow me to convey to you the United Nations Secretary General’s Message on the occasion of the International Anti Corruption Day: 

 “Corruption is a threat to development, democracy and stability.  It distorts markets, curbs economic growth and discourages foreign investment.  It erodes public services and trust in officials.  And it contributes to environmental damage and endangers public health by enabling the illegal dumping of hazardous waste and the production and distribution of counterfeit medicines.

The United Nations Convention against Corruption has helped the public sector to make progress in deterring these crimes.  Last year, the Convention’s States parties, which now number 148, established a peer review mechanism to identify gaps in national anti-corruption laws and practices -- a major breakthrough that can help governments halt bribe-taking and the embezzlement of public funds.

The private sector’s contribution is also essential.  Corruption acts as a hidden overhead charge that drives up prices and erodes quality without any benefit to producers or consumers.  Preventing corruption makes good business sense.  Increasingly, investors are factoring not only environmental, social and governance considerations into their decision-making, but sound ethical performance as well. 

I call on business leaders worldwide to denounce corruption and to back their words with strict prohibitions against it.  They should adopt anti-corruption policies in line with the United Nations Convention and put in place the necessary checks to strengthen integrity and transparency.  I also urge corporations to work more closely with the United Nations on this issue.  In particular, they should consider joining the UN Global Compact, the world’s largest corporate sustainability initiative, which provides participants with tools to fight all forms of corruption, including extortion and bribery.  

What we urge upon the public and private sectors, we at the United Nations must practice ourselves.  An ethical organizational culture is one of the best antidotes to corruption.  The United Nations Ethics Office promotes accountability, integrity and transparency.  A thorough policy protects staff against retaliation if they report misconduct or participate in audits and investigations that may expose unethical behavior. 

The United Nations is also working to combat corruption in the conduct of its activities, including procurement, by ensuring individual accountability, collaborating with law enforcement officials, and investigating all possible instances of corruption that may arise.  On 8-9 December at UN Headquarters in New York, the UN Office of Internal Oversight Services is bringing together organizations from around the world for a conference aimed at strengthening the role of internal investigations in combating corruption.

On this International Anti-Corruption Day, let us all do our part to foster ethical practices, safeguard trust and ensure no diversion of the precious resources needed for our shared work for development and peace”.

Ladies and Gentlemen, as the Secretary General has underlined, to do something about corruption is the responsibility of more than one institution, organization or group of people. 
It takes sustained and coordinated, as well as collective and individual efforts to make noticeable impact. The focus of today’s seminar: Empowerment of Citizens is undoubtedly one essential element in such efforts to build a solid foundation against corruption based on ethical values. 
Empowerment, the key word in the theme of today’s seminar, will not come from a one-time, single step action, but will result only from a successful culmination of  information, sensitization and education efforts across citizens and their organizations – using specific and mutually reinforcing strategies and approaches,  which put at the heart of the issue the capacity and good faith of the individual to act and one’s own will and belief to  change things. 
You, the audience and active participants of this seminar will undoubtedly give all your knowledge, experience and expertise to today’s considerations on how to contribute and strengthen such a process. Before I leave you to do so, let me share some few thoughts, which you might wish to consider. 
In general, talking or addressing corruption elicits mixed responses. Although everybody would easily agree that accepting any corrupt practice is ethically and morally wrong, too many people still believe – genuinely - that corruption is a natural part of life,  that nothing can be done about it and even that it is of not too much harm to coexist with some/moderate levels of corruption. 
One would think that a zero tolerance approach would easily garner unanimous support. Nevertheless, many common citizens, by and large are exposed mainly to the petty bribery in his/her day to day life  and they do not see, feel and/or understand the long-term harmful consequences of corruption for societies at large. 
Therefore, a first duty for all of us is to sensitize and educate the public and/or individuals about all the direct and more importantly, the indirect manifestations of corruption, which eventually affect them in many ways. 
The second major duty in the citizen empowerment process is to convince and engage the public in saying NO. This is by no means an easy task.  Firstly, one has to face and encounter the skepticism we often hear:  which impact can I, the ordinary citizen with my one voice of a NO to corruption possibly have?  

Secondly, we will be challenged by the uneasy question of why one should say no and suffer the immediate consequences, particularly when the bribe amounts seem to be small and of little importance and buying peace seems more comfortable and easy-going?  This is especially difficult to answer when at the same time larger incidences of corruption have surfaced and the citizen does not see proportionate action taking place against it.  

Well, facing and finding an answer to these questions is no doubt a daunting task that might challenge our good will and patience. However, I firmly believe there is no other way to empowerment and the building of ethical values than the long-term dialogue and engagement with the ordinary citizen until we reach the necessary critical mass of public awakening and awareness.  Here at this venue we have people who have taken innovative steps to galvanize public opinion.  Let’s listen to them in the next sessions, how they were able to trigger a change and create awareness. 

There is another urgent issue that we need to address, the need to balance anti-corruption efforts on the demand and supply side of corruption. 
For a long time, efforts were lop-sided, targeting mostly bribe seekers.  It is gratifying to note that there is a growing recognition now that especially in cases of grand corruption, there is an equal degree of responsibility and culpability between bribe seekers and bribe payers, nowadays often transcending national boundaries. This can take shape in the form of transaction of bribes and favors or in form of parking of proceeds of corruption. Such transnational corruption can create enormous damage of disastrous proportions, as we have often witnessed.  The consequences of such collusive corruption for the society and ultimately for the individual are often not known nor understood, therefore again the urgent  need to inform and educate the public with regard to the consequences of corruption in a way and language that is understandable to each and everybody! 
As the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, we assist countries in the implementation of various UN conventions and universal instruments related to preventing and controlling drugs, crime, corruption and terrorism. Allover the world, we  partner with institutions and organizations  to enhance legislation, conduct research, collect and analyze statistics, build and strengthen institutions and capacities through expert advice, dissemination of our tools, publications, and sharing of international good practices. 
The slogan of the International Anti-Corruption Day and     UNODC/UNDP campaign “Your No Counts” reminds us of each and everybody’s responsibility as well as of our possibility and capacity to act against corruption, be it in our professional capacity, in our voluntary engagement or as a conscious and responsible citizen. 
This year, our campaign continues with spreading the message on how corruption impacts negatively on education, health, justice, democracy, prosperity and development. I am convinced that the images of this campaign spread effectively the message and will leave an impact in you. I encourage and urge you to lend all your support in taking this campaign forward beyond the mere commemoration of the International Anti-Corruption Day and mainstream its message into any preventive effort. 

Over the last years, our Office based in Delhi has associated with the Indian Government in various pilot initiatives, policy dialogues, training and empowerment of civil society organizations in our mandated areas. Today’s seminar is one of them, but the first of such size on anti-corruption on the International Anti-Corruption Day 2010.  We are very pleased that the Central Vigilance Commission has taken this initiative and invited us to associate with them on this important issue for the Indian society. 
We are confident that the working sessions of the seminar will not only stimulate active and productive debates, but will also lead to specific and realistic recommendations, which then can be put in practice.  UNODC will be very happy to continue its association with the CVC also after this seminar. Hereby, I conclude by once again  expressing my gratitude to the CVC and The Steel Authority of India  Limited for the meticulous organizing of the event and offering UNODC the opportunity to join as a knowledge partner. 
I wish you a successful and productive seminar!
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