
  
 

 
 
 

UNODC’s Country programme for Nigeria addresses drug and crime control priorities and focuses on partnerships with the government of Nigeria and key stakeholders. CONIG’s expanding programme portfolio centers 

around justice sector reform, anti- corruption, drug control, anti-human trafficking and smuggling of migrants as well as the fight against transnational organized crime and terrorism.  It also aims at better services for 

victims of human trafficking, drug abusers, and HIV-AIDS risk groups. UNODC Nigeria is located at United Nations House, Plot 617/618 Diplomatic Drive, Central Area District, Abuja P.M.B. 2851, Garki, Abuja.                           

Tel: 234-9-4616552, 4616555; Fax: 234-9-4618533.  We welcome comments and feedback.  Please contact saadetu.yahaya@unodc.org                                                                                              SPECIAL EDITION JUNE 2011 

 

UNODC LAUNCHES WORLD DRUG REPORT  
On 23 June, the flagship report of the World Drug Report 2011 was 

launched at the United Nations Headquarters by Secretary-General Ban 

Ki-moon; Yury Fedotov, Executive Director of the United Nations Office 

on Drugs and Crime (UNODC); as well as Joseph Deiss, President of the 

General Assembly; Gil Kerlikowske, Director, White House Office of 

National Drug Control Policy; and Viktor Ivanov, Director of Russia's 

Federal Service for Drug Control. Globally, UNODC estimates that 210 

million people, or 4.8% of the population aged 15-64, took illicit 

substances at least once in the previous year. Overall drug use, including 

problem drug use, (0.6 per cent of the population aged 15-64) remained 

stable. However, demand soared for substances not under international 

control, such as piperazine and cathinone. Cannabis is also being 

mimicked by synthetic cannabinoids, or “spice”. While global markets for 

cocaine, heroin and cannabis declined or remained stable, the production and abuse of prescription opioid drugs and new synthetic drugs rose, 

according to the World Drug Report 2011. Illicit cultivation of opium poppy and coca bush remained limited to a few countries. Although there 

was a sharp decline in opium production and a modest reduction in coca cultivation, overall, the manufacture of heroin and cocaine was still 

significant.   Cannabis remains by far the most widely produced and consumed illicit substance globally, although data on cannabis are limited. In 

2009, between 2.8 per cent and 4.5 per cent of the world population aged 15-64 – between 125 and 203 million people – had used cannabis at 

least once in the past year. Mr. Fedotov stressed the principle of ‘shared responsibility’ and the need to build national, regional and international 

efforts in a comprehensive strategy on the cultivation, production and trafficking of drugs. 

 

The World Drug Report 2011 
The World Drug Report 

documents developments in 

global drug markets and tries to 

explain the factors that drive 

them. It presents comprehensive 

information on the illicit drug 

situation and provides detailed 

estimates and trends on 

production, trafficking and 

consumption in the 

opium/heroin, coca/cocaine, 

cannabis and amphetamine-type 

stimulants markets. Its analysis 

of trends and emerging 

challenges informs national and 

international drug and crime 

priorities and policies, and 

provides a solid foundation of 

evidence for counternarcotics interventions. 

For a copy of the World Drug Report please visit: www.unodc.org/wdr 

 

Regions – West Africa 
Illicit drug production in Africa is mainly focused on cannabis. While cannabis resin is mainly 

produced in Morocco, cannabis herb is produced all over Africa. Information on drug use in 

Africa is extremely limited, given the lack of scientific surveys in the region. Available 

information suggests that cannabis use is widespread, and that other drugs are used as well, 

notably in urban areas. In addition, African countries are increasingly being used by 

traffickers to ship Afghan heroin to final destinations in Europe and other regions. Several 

African countries appear to be affected by trafficking in, and consumption of, diverted or 

counterfeit prescription drugs containing controlled substances whose nature is not always 

clear, though they appear to include Amphetamine – type stimulants (ATS) as well as 

sedatives and tranquilizers. Although cannabis herb continues to be trafficked throughout 

Africa, seizures tend to be concentrated in a small number of countries. In 2007 and 2008, 

the largest annual seizures of cannabis herb in Africa were reported by Nigeria. Nigeria 

assessed that, in 2009, cannabis herb on its territory originated entirely in Nigeria itself but 

was destined for the Netherlands, Japan and Italy. Nigeria also reported a notable increase in 

the price of cannabis, both the decline in seizures and the increase in price were attributed 

to the destruction of cannabis farms by law enforcement operatives in Nigeria. 

  

June 26 is the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit 

Trafficking. Established by the United Nations General Assembly in 

1987, this day serves globally as a move towards strengthening action 

and cooperation in tackling illicit drugs in all its forms. This year's theme 

for the World Drug Day is “Global action for healthy communities 

without drugs”. The theme is meant to reinforce the role that 

communities play in addressing the drugs challenge in society. It aims 

to highlight the fact that successful approaches in drug use prevention 

and treatment involve families, schools, and communities to build on 

protective factors, and it further calls upon communities to take action 

against drugs.  For further information on the world drugs day please 

visit - http://www.unodc.org/drugs 

For further details, please contact: oliver.stolpe@unodc.org  


