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UNODC Nigeria mourns the loss of Ingrid Midtgaard 
With a deep sense of loss, UNODC Nigeria mourns the loss of their colleague and 

friend Ms. Ingrid Midtgaard who was killed in the attack on the United Nations 

building while carrying out her work on 26 August 2011. That work covered 

issues including the fight against corruption, drug trafficking, drug abuse and 

terrorism and represented an important contribution to efforts that are critical 

to the pursuit of Nigeria’s development objectives. Ingrid, a lawyer by training 

with a Specialization in Human Rights, Criminology and Criminal Procedure, 

arrived in Nigeria in November 2010 and worked as an Associate Expert 

(sponsored by the Government of Norway) for the UNODC. Prior to joining 

UNODC in Nigeria  she held positions at the Norwegian Ministry of Justice and 

the Police where she was a team leader of the Legal Aid Team and the 

Norwegian Directorate of Immigration (UDI) handling applications of asylum 

seekers. She also did voluntary work in East Timor where she worked on a 

project aimed at the development of a fair justice system, specifically focusing 

on access to justice for women. Condemning the attack as a "senseless act of 

violence", Yury Fedotov, UNODC Executive Director, said: "Ingrid's death and the 

injuries sustained by our other colleagues are the consequences of a needless 

and deplorable crime”. Warmly regarded by her peers and superiors, the 

Executive Director recognized Ingrid's selfless work towards building a better 

world.  

 

CONIG Bids Oliver Stolpe Farewell 
On 23 September CONIG bade farewell to Mr. 

Oliver Stolpe the Representative ad interim. Mr. 

Stolpe, who had been acting in that position 

since March 2011, was previously the 

International Coordinator for the successfully 

implemented  EU funded project “Support to 

the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission 

and the Nigerian Judiciary”. His career in Nigeria 

spans about a decade especially in the area of 

justice sector reform and anti-corruption. 

Commenting on Mr. Stolpe’s exit, the Chief 

Judge of Borno State, Honourable Justice 

Kashim Zannah noted that “His passion and 

commitment to improving the justice system is 

unnerving and inspiring. He imperceptibly 

draws out of all of us that extra burst of energy 

required to complete the task. But not even his thoroughbred professionalism could 

accomplish one thing: conceal his deep seated love for Nigeria.”. Mr. Stolpe has 

returned to UNODC headquarters in Vienna, where he will join the team responsible for 

supporting the review mechanism of the United Nations Convention against Corruption. 

 

CONIG welcomes new Country Representative  
The UNODC Country Office in Nigeria is pleased to 

announce the arrival of Ms. Mariam Sissoko as the new 

Representative of the Office.  A National from Mali, Ms. 

Sissoko holds a Master’s Degree in Business 

Administration and completed a post-graduate Diploma 

in International Relations in Brazil. She started her 

career with the United Nations as Economist at the 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

before working for seven years at UNODC in Vienna, 

Dakar and Nairobi as Drug Control Officer, Assistant 

Representative and Programme Management Officer. 

She also worked several years at the United Nations 

Office for Project Services (UNOPS) as Portfolio 

Manager and Head of Programme in Senegal and 

Sudan. Since 2009, she has been working as Country 

Advisor at the UNDP Regional Bureau for Africa in New York. Ms. Sissoko took up her 

new assignment on 26 September 2011. 

News in Brief 
On 23 August, UNODC paid a visit to the Nigerian 

Law School (NLS) to discus possible areas of 

collaboration including the introduction of modules 

on transnational crime into the students curriculum as 

well as the inclusion of UNODC as guest lecturers to 

the school’s annual workshop for students. 
 

On  18 – 24 August, UNODC in collaboration with the 

National Judicial Institute facilitated a two days 

training on judicial ethics for 227 court staff in the 

Bayelsa state judiciary. 
 

On 19 August, UNODC carried out a communication 

strategy workshop for the BEITI secretariat with a 

view to improving financial transparency in Bayelsa 

state by effectively communicating the BEITI bill, 

goals, process and reporting mechanism 

Upcoming Events in October 2011 
2- 7 October Study visit to Belgium: The objective of the visit is to 

enhance multi-stakeholder cooperation in the fight against human 

trafficking by increasing understanding of policies and procedures 

on human trafficking in countries of origin and destination. 

Representatives from key European and Nigerian stakeholders will 

establish working groups to facilitate discussions on criminal 

investigation and judicial and NGO cooperation. Participants from 

Nigeria include, representatives from NAPTIP, the Nigerian judiciary, 

Girls  Power Initiative (a national NGO) and UNODC. 
 

18 -19 October and 20 - 21 October  

Assessment of the effectiveness of  human trafficking awareness 

raising activities  on changing the knowledge, attitudes and 

practices of target groups in Nigeria :  

a)Training of data collectors  

b) Conduct  initial field  interviews 
 

20 October  

Awareness raising activity on human trafficking in Benin city 


